DOS
 Linux
 Notes

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BACKUP
tar -Mcvf device dir
 completely different

 CD dirname
cd dirname
 almost the same syntax

 COPY file1 file2 
cp file1 file2
 ditto 

DEL file
rm file
 beware - no undelete 

DELTREE dirname 
rm -R dirname
 ditto 

DIR 
ls
 not exactly the same syntax 

DIR file /S 
find . -name file 
completely different

EDIT file
vi file
 I think you will love it(I mean u should)

 
emacs file something not related to Linux

 
jstar file feels like dos' edit 

FORMAT 
fdformat, mount, umount 
quite different syntax 

HELP command 
man command 
same philosophy 

MD dirname 
mkdir dirname 
almost the same syntax 

MOVE file1 file2 
mv file1 file2 
ditto 

NUL 
/dev/null 
ditto 

PRINT file 
lpr file 
ditto 


PRN /dev/lp0, /dev/lp1 
ditto 

RD dirname
 rmdir dirname/ 
almost the same syntax 

REN file1 file2 
mv file1 file2 
not for multiple files 

RESTORE 
tar -Mxpvf device 
different syntax 

TYPE file 
less file 
much better 

WIN 
startx 
poles apart!

Files: Preliminary Notions Linux has a file system---meaning by that ``the structure of directories and files therein''---very similar to that of DOS. Files have filenames that obey special rules, are stored in directories, some are executable, and among these most have command switches. Moreover, you can use wildcard characters, redirection, and piping. There are only a few minor differences: o under DOS, file names are in the so-called 8.3 form; e.g. NOTENOUG.TXT. Under Linux we can do better. If you installed Linux using a file system like ext2 or umsdos, you can use longer filenames (up to 255 characters), and with more than one dot in them: for example, This_is.a.VERY_long.filename. Please note that I used both upper and lower case characters: in fact... o upper and lower case characters in file names or commands are different. Therefore, FILENAME.tar.gz and filename.tar.gz are two different files. ls is a command, LS is a mistake; o Windows 95 users will want to use long file names under Linux, of course. If a file name contains spaces (not recommended but possible), you must enclose the file in double quotes whenever your refer to it. For example: $ # the following command makes a directory called "My old files" $ mkdir "My old files" $ ls My old files bin tmp Some characters shouldn't but can be used: some are !*$&. I won't tell you how, though. o there are no compulsory extensions like .COM and ..EXE for programs, or .BAT for batch files. Executable files are marked by an asterisk '*' at the end of their name when you issue the ls -F command. For example: $ ls -F I_am_a_dir/ cindy.jpg cjpg* letter_to_Joe my_1st_script* old~ The files cjpg* and my_1st_script* are executable---``programs''. Under DOS, backup files end in .BAK, while under Linux they end with a tilde as hidden. Example: the file .I.am.a.hidden.file won't show up after the ls command; o DOS program switches are obtained with /switch, Linux switches with -switch or --switch. Example: dir /s becomes ls -R. Note that many DOS programs, like PKZIP or ARJ, use UNIX-style switches. You can now jump to Section ``Translating Commands from DOS to Linux'', but if I were you I'd read on.

